
HOMILY 2nd Sunday of Lent 
Mt 17:1-9 
 
High Mountain 

Jesus takes Peter, James, and John to the mountain, where they  see Elijah 
and Moses and hear a voice from the cloud. This contrasts with Moses' experience 
at Sinai, where he took Aaron, Nadab and Abihu to the mountain, but only Moses 
was allowed to come before God. The exact location of the transfiguration is not 
mentioned here, but that is less important than what happens there. A very rare 
divine manifestation occurs in the mountain. This high mountain symbolizes the 
place where heaven and earth meet - the place where God appears. The high 
mountain is also reminiscent of Mount Sinai, where Moses faced God with such 
great consequences. 

There used to be a meeting place, wherein the encounter of the human and 
the divine happens. I believe, it is the same experience that we have nowadays, 
when we celebrate the Holy mass. There is a beautiful encounter between the 
faithful and our God. Our solemn meeting with the Lord happens here in the church. 
It is our high mountain wherein we can witness the transformation of the bread and 
wine into his body and blood. It is here in the church that we can listen to God’s 
voice through the proclamation of the word. Therefore, we are in the right place, to 
worship, to listen to his message and to receive spiritual nourishment. Coming to 
the church is the right decision that we make today, because we can personally 
hear Him, feel Him, and invite Him into our life.  
 
The Tents 

Peter, overwhelmed by the majestic and heavenly presence of Jesus, Moses and 
Elijah, immediately suggests to the Lord the putting up of three tents. The tents, known 
as skenas, are the designated dwelling place of God present in the midst of the Israelites 
on their wilderness journey. The tents remind them of God’s presence and thus they 
would always feel secured and blessed. This could have been the feeling of Peter. He is 
trying to prolong this mountaintop experience and to avoid the time when they will go 
down the mountain into the world again. Maybe he could describe this rare experience 
as “a taste of heaven” and this is something that he wants to last. 



 This time, we try to examine our own experience of prayer, of our visit to the 
blessed sacrament, our presence in the mass, our bible studies and other spiritual 
devotions. All of these are our opportunities to meet God. But if it is really a beautiful 
encounter with God, why some of us always look at our watch looking forward to end 
the activities? Why are our minds wander and we entertain different things in our 
mind? Why we are so restless? Why we feel like we are just wasting our time here? 
Maybe because we do not treasure this beautiful encounter, or we are not putting our 
hearts in these spiritual activities.  
 If you are here because you are being asked by your parents to come with them… 
or because you simply want to fulfill your Sunday obligation… you are still in the right 
place. God has called you today to be with Him. Our heart and mind are only misplaced, 
that is why we are not reaping the fruits of our piety. We simply do not cooperate in the 
grace of God. 
 
The Voice 

In the Gospel of  Matthew, Heavenly Father's voice is heard twice. The first is 
when Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River and the second is when Jesus was 
transfigured on the mountain. Interestingly, his  words were the same. “This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. Listen to him.” It is very important to note that 
Heavenly Father's last words were persuasive: "Listen to him." Jesus has proven his 
divinity; thus, we must listen and obey him faithfully.  

Nowadays, it is difficult to listen to the voice of God. We are so very preoccupied, 
and we only give little time for him. We are afraid of silence. We do not enjoy much holy 
space. How can we hear God message if we do not want to meet him.  

Sometimes, God speaks through human voice; through a priest, our parents, 
siblings, teachers, true friends and even strangers who speak the truth. But still, we do 
not listen because we are not ready to transform our life. 

At the end, let us take this: Listening to Jesus is not only with our ears, but also 
with our heart and our will. This will effectively lead us to complete and unconditional 
obedience to God. 
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